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SUBJECT:  STATE  MEDIA  PULLS  THE  PLUG  ON  SAIF  AL-ISLAM’S  SATELLITE 

CHANNEL,  ARRESTS  MANAGER  REF:  A.  08  TRIPOLI  679  B.  TRIPOLI  208  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Gene  A.  Cretz,  Ambassador.  REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 

1. (C)  Summary:  State  media  took  over  the  quasi-independent  al-Libiyya  satellite  television  channel  on  April  24  in  the  middle  of  an  interview  pi 
AL-LIBIYYA  BROADCAST  CUT  MID-PROGRAM 

2. (C)  Management  of  the  quasi-independent  al-Libiyya  satellite  television  channel  changed  abruptly  on  the  evening  of  April  24  when  the  live  brc 

3. (C)  Saif  al-Islam  al-Qadhafi,  son  of  Muammar  al-Qadhafi,  launched  al-Libiyya  two  years  ago  as  part  of  his  al-Ghad  Media  Group  venture.  While 

4. (C)  The  Saif-owned  daily  paper  Quryna  featured  a front-page  article  on  April  28  attributing  al-Mishri ' s arrest  and  al-Libiyya ' s potential  mo\i 
NEW  MANAGEMENT  AT  AL-LIBIYYA  AND  AL-GHAD 

5. (C)  State  press  announced  that  al-Atti  al-Mizughi  took  over  as  station  manager  of  al-Libiyya  and  Mohamed  Kilani  as  CEO  in  the  wake  of  al-Misi 

6. (C)  Comment:  The  reasons  for  the  government's  aggressive  move  against  al-Libiyya  are  unclear.  One  theory  is  that  program  content  provoked  the 


